
Psalm 118: 24 says “This is the day 
the Lord has made. We will rejoice 
and be glad in it.” What an awe-
some reminder that each day is a 
gift from God with opportunities for 
us to rejoice! Here are a few ideas 
for fun activities to enjoy with your 
children as we have the opportunity 

to spend lots of time together - THIS is the day!!  
Erica Holloway, Minister to Children and Families

Enjoying Together Time
• Create a daily routine, BUT keep it flexible ????
• Start the morning with a family devotion, time of prayer 

and a discussion of all the ways God has blessed our fami-
lies

• Be consistent about participation in online/home school in 
time and location

• Get outside as much as possible! Explore and discuss all 
the wonders of God’s creations – what a great time to do 
this as spring approaches. Blow bubbles, splash in pud-
dles, take a walk, ride bikes, embellish your driveway with 
sidewalk chalk, hide Easter eggs, play in the sandbox, paint 
the fence w/water, look for 4-leaf clovers, build a fort, have 
a picnic, set up a bicycle car wash (just for the family) – just 
enjoy the fresh air!

• Go on a scavenger hunt in your yard, house or neighbor-
hood

• Make a living room tent
• There are so many awesome online sites for taking virtual 

field trips – check some of them out!
• Many zoos offer web cams to keep an eye on animal 

friends during the day
• Take a prayer walk in your yard thanking God for His cre-

ation or take a prayer walk in your neighborhood praying 

for your neighbors
• Get out the play-doh and art supplies (even the messy 

stuff like paint & glitter ????) – put out a mat and let your 
children put those imaginations to work!

• Take out all of your board games and play as a family
• Make cards for grandparents and elderly friends – a “hap-

py” sent through the mail would be extra special right now!
• This might be a great time to start that 5000 piece jigsaw 

puzzle
• Establish “turtle time” in the afternoons where everyone 

in the family goes “into their shells” to rest, nap, read, or 
journal

• Enjoy music & rhythms – if you don’t have rhythm sticks, 
you can use wooden spoons and pots. Scarves and stream-
ers are great for musical expression too.

• Read, read and read some more!
• Bedtime Bible stories and devotions
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I was moved when I read the following email from one of 
our congregation.  I pray you will find it encouraging as 
well.  And yes, I did ask permission to print it.

Terry
 
When the Lent season began, I asked God to show me 
what He wanted me to give up for Him. I knew it couldn’t 
be food because I had been sick and was taking medicine; 
so, I sincerely prayed about it. I couldn’t think of anything 
that seemed an appropriate sacrifice; so, sadly to say, I 
have not fasted.
 
Then, yesterday, while I stood in my front yard praying for 
our neighborhood and our world, God impressed upon 
me that this time of being separated from people we love 
and the places we love to go can be used as a time of  
fasting; a time to humble ourselves in God’s eyes and 
to draw closer to our Savior, Jesus Christ. During this 
crisis, we need to care for people; but, we also need to  
remember to use the time we would normally be  
connecting and socializing with people to focus on Christ 
and our personal relationship with Him. 
 
These last two- plus years, God has reminded me that 
spending time with Him, and glorifying Him, is to be the 
motivation for everything. While I stood in my yard and 
prayed for healing for everyone who is sick and protection 
for those I loved, questions flooded my mind. “Why. Why 
do I want healing and for this deadly virus to go away? 
Do I want it just so everything can go back to the way 
it’s been? Do I want people not to suffer? Do I just want  
normalcy, so I won’t be uncomfortable or worried?  
Although none of these reasons are bad because God 
tells us to pray about everything, the thought occurred 
to me that my prayer should be God would provide  
healing according to His plan in order for Jesus Christ to 
be glorified. 
 
I know God is working in ways we cannot know. Jesus’s 
name is being heard on the news channels on television 
more than I’ve ever heard before. They are even allowing 

a “Faith Moment” for ministers to share an encouraging 
word! Jesus is getting lots of publicity all of a sudden. 
 
Families are spending quality time together again as  
evidenced by my neighborhood. No more running from 
one event after another. Families, Mom’s and Dad’s and 
their children are walking and riding bicycles together; 
and, it’s like a pet parade most evenings with everyone 
walking their dogs down the street. 
 
Yes, I pray God will heal people who are sick and dying, 
and yes I pray He will destroy the Coronavirus; but, more 
importantly, I pray that through it all He will be glorified 
and that lost people, some whom are very close to me, 
will turn to Him and be saved; that believers in Jesus 
Christ, especially this believer, will draw closer to Him and 
love Him more!
 
-Teresa J. Senn

MESSENGER

The

Praise God for “every good and perfect  
gift is from above, coming down from the  

Father of the heavenly lights” 
James 1:17 (NIV)

We are all concerned about the situation we face with  
COVID19. For each of us this is uncharted territory.    

We had hoped to have services Palm Sunday (April 5, 2020), 
however that would be unwise. We will continue to pre-
pare worship services you can watch through our website 
www.shbc.cc and on our Facebook page.  The worship ser-
vice will be available each Sunday beginning at 8:30 AM.  
We will also be offering Wednesday evening prayer and  
devotionals each Wednesday evening beginning at 5:00 
PM. You will be notified by email just prior to the service 
going live.

The church offices and Activities Center will temporarily be 
closed to guests BUT if you have a need or a question, 
please call our regular office number 251-342-5320 and 
your call will be answered or returned shortly.
 
Thank you for your understanding and patience. Please 
continue to pray for one another and serve one another. 
Know we are praying for you.

WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATES

“Go forth into the world in peace; go forth to follow God’s Good path; 
rejoice in God’s Spirit; live without fear. God made you. God knows 
you by your name and loves you. And God will never lose you. And the 
blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and remain 
with you forever.”

The 2020 - 2021 Spring Hill Baptist 
Foundation Scholarship Applications for 
college and seminary students are now 
available. All completed applications must 
be returned by Friday, May 1, 2020 at noon. 
For an application visit shbc.cc/register, email 
Beth Klees at bklees@shbc.cc.
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